


The following report is written to address the numerous falsehoods and 
misrepresentations of the John Birch Society about one of their members 
(Rev. Delmar Dennis) whom, although personally courageous, was NOT 
what the JBS pretends. 


As often is the case with the Birch Society, JBS defenders like JBS 
Communications Director Paul Druga or Alex Newman artfully select only 
certain isolated superficially positive data about the JBS as a means of 
presenting their self-congratulatory arguments about the JBS but they 
deliberately OMIT all the unpleasant but more relevant details - because 
they are NOT helpful for their narrative. 


FBI documents make it clear that Rev. Delmar Dennis was a product and 
an adherent of the prevailing racist values of white Mississippians during 
the 1950's and 1960's. These are the folks that elected and re-elected U.S. 
Senator James Eastland, a life-long white supremacist, who sought and 
received KKK support for his political campaigns. These are the same folks 
who repeatedly elected racist bigots as Governors such as Ross Barnett of 
Mississippi. 


The FBI Special Agent in Charge of the Jackson MS field office wrote in a 
summary memo about Delmar Dennis that he was “widely known in rural 
Mississippi as an ardent segregationist...He founded the First Southern 
Methodist Church in Mississippi, which church was founded for the sole 
intent of maintaining racial segregation." [FBI-HQ 170-249, serial #1, page 
2; 11/9/64 SAC Jackson MS to J. Edgar Hoover. ] 


In March 1964, (many months before he became an FBI informant) Dennis 
became the 32"? member of a Meridian, Mississippi Ku Klux Klan chapter 
and in April he became Chaplain, of Unit 1, of the Lauderdale MS Ku Klux 
Klan Klavern. Prior to actual membership he attended KKK meetings. He 
was also a JBS member at this time. 


Before becoming an FBI informant, Delmar also was a member of the racist 
group, Americans for the Preservation of the White Race. 


Dennis also served on the Board of Directors of the White Christian 
Protective and Legal Defense Fund which was a Klan front group that was 
used to raise funds for the defense of 18 individuals involved in the 
murders of civil rights workers in the summer of 1964 (aka the MIBURN 
case). For details of this case see: 


https://archives.fbi.gov/archives/news/stories/2007/february/miburn_02 
2607 


In 1964, Dennis wrote a pro-segregation pamphlet entitled “The 
Unconquerable Land”. He also was Chairman of the White Citizens Council 
chapter in Lauderdale County MS as well as Chairman of the Public Affairs 
Committee of the White Citizens Council chapter in Meridian MS. 


In July 1965, Dennis accepted the position of Exalted Cyclops in his local 
United Klans of America chapter. 


In November 1965, Dennis attempted to organize a new pro-segregation 
group in his community, called the Patrick Henry Society. 


Rev. Dennis told his FBI case agent that: “...1 have learned that the Klan 
uses meetings of the John Birch Society, Masons, and Americans for the 
Preservation of the White Race to solicit members for the Klan. The 
Auxiliary Police in Neshoba County is a front for Klan membership in 
Neshoba County.” [FBl-Jackson 197-17905-5 (Byron de la Beckwith file), 
no serial number, Sub-A file, section 1, 11/7/64 Dennis report]. 


After he surfaced as an FBI informant against the Klan in Mississippi, Dennis 
told the Special Agent in Charge of the Jackson MS FBI field office that 
there were “numerous resignations by other members” of the John Birch 
Society in the Meridian MS area because they were Klan 
sympathizers! [Note: the JBS Coordinator for Mississippi at this time (J. 
Vernon Pace) confirmed this to the FBI. ] 


Dennis declared during one post-FBI newspaper interview: 


“I am doing nothing now but am going on a speaking tour with 
the (JBS) American Opinion Speakers Bureau. | will be telling Americans 
everywhere the truth about what goes on inside the klan...| am definitely 
a segregationist and | also believe in obeying the laws of the 
land.” [Carthage MS Carthaginian, 12/14/67, p1]. 


What the JBS is very carefulnotto report is that Rev. Dennis 
was never opposed to Klan ideology about the assumed moral and 
intellectual inferiority of African Americans. His objection to the Klan was 
not to its racism but solely to its violent and criminal activities (because of 
his religious convictions). Nevertheless, Dennis was hired by the JBS as a 
Coordinator and as a paid speaker on the JBS lecture circuit. 





The FBI recognized the danger which the JBS and its anti-civil-rights front 
group (TACT) represented. In one document, the FBI predicted that 
“Dennis, by virtue of his work in behalf of the Bureau, will continue to be 
tempted by organizations such as the John Birch Society who will want to 
selfishly exploit him”. [FBl-Jackson 197-17905-5 (Byron de la Beckwith 
file), no serial number, 01/16/68 Special Agent in Charge FBl-Jackson field 
office to J. Edgar Hoover. ] 


The FBI fear re: JBS exploitation of Dennis became real when Dennis 
Started working for the JBS as a paid speaker for its anti-civil-rights- 
movement front-group TACT (Truth About Civil Turmoil). Dennis sent the 
Bureau a copy of a JBS flyer advertising his speech entitled “I Was in the 
KKK for the FBI”. 


The flyer quotes Dennis stating that: 


“The Ku Klux Klan has become an important tool of Communist agitators 
who want to bring a race war to America. | know this from personal 
experience.” 


[NOTE: There is not a single reference to this in any of the dozens of oral 
and written reports he submitted to the Bureau over a period of 3 2 
years! Dennis never associated the Klan with “Communist 
agitators” until after he became a paid employee of the JBS so that his 
public statements would conform with JBS ideology. | 


A similar situation occurred with respect to African American FBI 
informants inside the CPUSA who subsequently became paid JBS speakers 
(Julia C. Brown and Lola Belle Holmes). They contradicted their sworn 
public testimony and their numerous oral and written reports to their FBI 
case agents so that their JBS speeches would conform to JBS ideology. 


The FBI's evaluation of Lola Belle Holmes after she became a paid speaker 
for the JBS: 


"After she was discontinued as an informant, she displayed signs of 
emotional instability and it was necessary to admonish her to cease making 
false statements which were embarrassing to the Bureau." [FBI HQ file 
134-4473; 10/3/66 "Office of the Director" note]. 


AND 


“It has on previous occasions been necessary to admonish Holmes not to 
make untruthful statements in which she involved her association with the 
FBI." [J. Edgar Hoover memo to FBI-Boston field office on July 23, 1969]. 


The late William H. Mcllhany was a JBS member who wrote a 1975 book 
(Klandestine: The Untold Story of Delmar Dennis and His Role in the FBI's 
War) about Rev. Dennis’s experiences within the Klan. Mcllhany wrote the 
following email to me in April 2006 about the John Birch Society 
magazine, American Opinion: 
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"I owas disappointed that editor Scott Stanley § NEVER 
reviewed Klandestine in American Opinion. He also published an article in 
AO praising Elmore Greaves, who ran the KKK-fundraising front | described 
in Klandestine, the so-called White Christian Protective and Legal Defense 
Fund. When I asked Scott about this, he said, ‘You can fight the klan if you 
want. lll fight the Communists.’ Which indicated he had not read my 
book. 


“Medford Evans, father of M. Stanton Evans, wrote many articles and book 
reviews in AO, many of which were excuses for essays he wanted to write 
rather than real book reviews. He had expertise about Soviet theft of the 
atomic bomb. But he was also heading up the White Citizens Councils in 
Mississippi, which | thought was rather embarrassing. | visited him when | 
lectured in Jackson, Mississippi, in the early 70s. It was clear that he did 
not like what Delmar did. The Mississippi JBS coordinator at that time also 
said that some JBS members did not like what Dennis did. | always made 
a point of telling the truth on these matters whenever | had a chance. Bill” 
[4/5/06 email from William H. Mclilhany] 


NOTE: Medford Evans was a JBS Coordinator in Louisiana and Texas. He 
was also a regular contributor to the JBS magazine American Opinion. In 
addition, he was the Editor of the national magazine of the segregationist 
Citizens Council movement, and he was described by the FBI as a “strong 


supporter of segregation” [FBl-New Orleans 105-1499, serial #2 which is 
SAC New Orleans memo to J. Edgar Hoover, 2/9/60, page 2] 


For additional details re: Medford Evans (and the JBS mythology 
about him), see: 


https: //arthurgoldwag.wordpress.com/2011/07/04/from-ernie-lazar-a- 


case-study-of-dr-medford-bryan-evans-and-conspiracist-logic 





The following eight pages are from the FBI Jackson field office file 
on their new "Racial Informant", Rev. Delmar Dennis -- who 
infiltrated the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan for the FBI. 
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DELMAR DENNIS 
T, DATED ED AMANT 
3. SYMBOL XUMBER DATE DESTONATSD INFORMANT 
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Methodist Conference, He founded the first Southern Nethodist 
Church in Mossissippi, which chureh wan founded for the sols 
intent of maintaining racial segregation, Informant ia a 
prolific pamphieteer, Ee ia most noted for his pemphlet 
entitled "The Unconquerabie Land" a treatise on hle stand on 
racial segregation. 


J. DRM YICATTON RECORD 


Informant claims no arrests, FD 9 awhmitted 
Kovemder 7, 1964. Due to informans's association with Police 
Departments in Meridian and surrounding arean; hio standing 
in the community, and in an effort not to srouse unwarranted 
suspicion, no locsi criminal check will be conducted. 


K. RACIAL ABSOCIATES 


Informant has had frequent contact with Ban 
BOWERS, Imperial Wizerd, WRKXKOM, end is a close ansociate 
of FRANE HERNDON, believed EMxhauited Oyolops of the 
Meridian Chapter and a potential suspect in the MIBURW Iciliinga. 
A8 Chaplain for Unit 1, he 1a requested to give counsel to 
Klan members who are conscience stricken, in doubt, or waiver 
in their fight to preserve the "Mississippi way of life". He 
frequently speaks before Klan groups and ia a member of the 
Jobn Birch Soslety; a 32nd Degree Seottieh Rite Mason, and 
an ative member of the Americans for the Preservation of tho vo 
white Rece - organizations through which the Kian recruits ae 
members. He haa hed tales with Sheriff LAWRENCE RAINEY, Nesho 
County, and believes he can get closer to him through, the guise 
of "pastoral confidence", 


Z. SUMMARY 09 INFORMACION SURNISHID 


On November 7, 1964, informant furnished 
information relating his activities and associates in the 
WHREKON. Hə advised that prior to killing WICHA ET. 

SCHVERNER, whom the Klan referred to as "Goatee", the $ 
Meridian Chapter voted to climinate pim, However, informant’ ae | 
and others wero advised that the ection o? the Meridian Chepte ó | 
was unnéceysary since at a aoeting of the State Klan = vote 
| 
| 


Was taken in March, 1994, to eliminate "Goatee", 
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poe Re Jackson letter TY ce ae 
1. REQOMDATTON lil 


It is vocommended that authority be granted to make 
peyments to above informant up to $75 per week for services 
plus $25 a week for expenses actually ineurred for a period of 
-Four months, effective November 9, 1954 


ALL DIFORACATION Aca, Po) 
2. RESIDENCE AND FAPLOYWENT Henan 15 WH. SB T ; 


No change. : TS : 
‘| 
3. CURRZNT MEMBERSHIP IN RACIAL ORGANIZATIONS ! 7 = 


Informant ic Chaplain of mnit 1 of the eae 
Klavern, White Mnights of the Ku Klux Klan Of Mississippi 
(WKEKKOM), and ig widely known as an ardent segregationist g 
and & prolific pamphleteer on racial matters, Informant is A g 


also a member of the Americans Fop the Preservation of the 
White Race (APWR). 















%. SUMMARY OF IFORNATTON FURNISHED j 


- On November 7, 1954, informant furnished 
Henformation relating his activities and associates in the 

SPEEKKOM. He advised that prior to killing MICHAEL SCHWERNER, 7 bā 
gphom the Klan referred ¢o as “Goatee", the Meridian Chapter Fe 
“roted to eliminate him, however, informant an others wera 

advised that the action of the Meridian Chapter was unnecessary, 

ince at a meeting of the State 
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, In addition, informant has provided informstion, 
verified by other souress pertaining to Klen membership and 
projects end 4asigoments given to Klan personnel. 

M. AVAILADTEETY 

Informant ig available for aasigrment shrauchout 

Nissiscippi, but hao given no indication he is available to 
other divisions, : 

H. STABILITY 


There has baon no indleation of furnishing 
unreliable information or of emotional inatability, 
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Informant is widely known in rural Mississippi 
as an ardent sesrogationist and recently withdrew his church 
from the Methodist Conference into the hewly formed Southern 
Methodist Conference, He founded the first Southern Methodist 
Church in Mississippi, which church was founded for the sole 
intent of maintaining racial segregation, Informant is a 
prolific pamphleteer, He is most noted for his pamphlet 
entitled "The Unconquerable Land" a treatise on his stand on 
racial segregation, 


5, AMOUNT PAID FOR SERVICES 





On November 7, 2964, informant was paid: $100 
Zor information furnished concerning the MIBURN investigation, 
Xian activities at Lauderdale and Neshoba Counties, 


6, TYPE AND NUMBER OF WEETINGS ATTENDED AND 
OTHER ACTIVITIES 


Informant has attended meetings since March 
1963, exact number unlmown, He attended the June 16, 1964, 
meeting in Neshoba County prior to the burning of the ME. Zion 
Church, However, he was not present at the actual burning of 


the church since he was unarmed end unarmed Klan members are not 
allowed to go on a "Job". 


7. NUMBER OF WRITTEN AND/OR ORAL REPORTS SUBMITTED 


One 


8. INFORMATION PURNISHED OF UNUSUAL VALUE, 
— EE UE UNUSUAL VALUE, 
Informant furnishéd information on November T 
reflecting that at a meeting of the State Klan in Warch, 194 


a vote wes taken to eliminate MCCEAEL SCHWERNER, whem thay 
called "Goatee", 


1964, 


, 


informant 1s in an excellent position te furnisa 


information regarding projects and assignments given to Klan 
members, 


Informant was at the June 16, 1964, meeting with 
Sheriff LAWRENCE RAINEY when the burning o? the Kt, Zion Church 
was planned, Informant wes not allowed +o g0 to the actual 
burning because he had no gun, The Klan later took up a 
collection to buy him a +38 caliber snub nose revolver, 


ai 
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Mot ag 


informant and othars immediately contacted SAM BOWERS, 

Imperial Wizard for she State of Mississippi, to determine what 
action should be takan in covering up further activities and 

in assisti Informant wee to receive the dynamite 
however, informant continued 
o elay any attempt fo obtath the dynamite fearing that he 
my be the ons who would ba caught with it, 









9. APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF PERSONS ON WHOM 
DF ORMAWT FURNISHED COVERAGE AND THELR 
IMPORTANCE 2 


Informant has furnished information on Klan 
məmbers, the Miburn investigation and various persone in 
Nashoba and Leuderdale Klaverns, He has furntshedend is in 
an excellent position to furnish, information on SAK BOWERS, 
Amperial Wizard, State of Mississippi, FRANK HERNDON, Exhaulted 
Cyclops, Meridian area, und LAWRENCE RAINEY, Neshobe County 
Sheriff, all of whom are subjects of intensive Bureau ‘investigation, 


10, STEPS BEING TAKIN TO ADVANCE INFORMANT 


It has beer learned through various other sources 
that informant is trusted and held in high regard in Klan 
circles, and there ża an excellent chance that he could be 
elected to the post of Province Giant in the very near future, 
Tle intends to concentrate bis efforts on the Neshoba County 
Klan activities. The Imperial Wizard SAM BOWERS has advised 
the informant that his. philosophy of racial segregation, 
religion ang polities L5 closer to the informants than any 
men he has ever known. In this regard, informant exbibite 
excellont potential for advancement in the Klan and ig 
penetrating the hard core of Klan members in Keshoba County, 


11. STABILITY AND RELIABILITY 


Informant has above average education, having 
completed two years of college at the Meridien Junior College. 
Ee is married, has two children, and appears to have a stable 
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home life. In recent contacts he has exhibited stability, the 
information he has furnished has been corroborated through 

other sources and he appears dedicated in his efforts in supplying 
the Bureau with information regarding the Klan, 


22, INDOCTRINATION AGAINST DISCLOSURE 


Informant has been instructed and cautioned 
concerning his relationship with the FBI and that he should 
never under any oireumatances indicate that he is associated 
with any member of the FBI. 


13. ALL NECESSARY ACTION TAKEN ON INFORMATION 
FURNISHED 





Informavion which has been Furnished by 
informant has been set forth Fop investigative leads to be 
covered anā new cases have been and will be opened on individuals’ ' 
listed by informant as Klan members. 


14. MISCELLANEOUS 


It is pointed out that this informant over the 
pass several years has built up a reputation in rural 
Mississippi as an ardent secregationist. He has spoken and 
written widely on the subject of segregation, He eppears 
So be shrewd and capable and desires to be of assistance to 
the Bureau on a long range basis. 





attack upon our civil rights movement and its leaders, see: 





249 mode/2u 


details/john-birch-societ 


-vs-civil-rights-movement- 


